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> Military-Scientific Division, ORR

|, Ms/D
Chief, Requirements Branch, Reconnaissance Group, CGS
Chief, CIA/PID (NPIC)

Arsenals and Explosives Plants at Tai-yuan, Communist China

(1) ORR Reguirement . No. 25X1
(2) - c1A/PID Project No.

1. This memorandum is forwarded in answer to the above referenced requirement
which concerns the arsenal complex at Tai-yuan, Communist China.

2. An examination of all available collateral was made in an attempt to
arrive at a total of reported plants of this nature within the Tai-yuan area.
This was considered to be a prime prerequisite in order to complete this
analysis fore so many of these facilities are similar in appearance to the
normal light and heavy fabrication industries. In as much as the definition
of an arsenal is given as - "a place for making or storing weapons and other
munitions” - in some cases it was difficult to differentiate between those
facilities reported in collaterdl, targeted, or appearing as arsenals on photo-
graphy, to be definitely identified as such. It was also difficult to separate
some of these facilities from those actually engaged in production of this type
from those possibly producing other products for eijther civilian or military
usage. So it is with this memorandum, all of the facilities at Tai-yuan falling
within the above range of identification showing any possible connection with -
arsenal-type activity and having any indication of change since [ |have been 25)(1D
included in this report.

25X1D

i = photo-mosaic of the complex
taken from photography of] | 25X1D
(See Figure 2), is provided herein to supplement Figure 1 and to

index Figures 3-1L. .

25X1D
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SUBJECT: Arsenals and Explosives Plants at Tai-yuan, Communist -China

L. TThis study iInvolved many facilities and did not rermit a detail analysis
of each one within the due date of the referenced requirement. As such, only
a general treatment of the complex was Possible on each facility. Detail
analysis was limited only to the basiec identification of the activity associated
with the facility. Where possible, those facilities reported as arsenals yet
having the appearance of heavy industry, were studied Tfor the possibility of
identifying tell-tale evidence of ordnance-type production. The enclosed graphics,
tied closely to each plant description, have been provided herein to illustrate
graphically the major changes that have occurred, and to provide you with
complete coverage in the event you might need additional information. No correlation
could be made between these facilities and the installation numbers you provided
(i.e., installationmmbers - 2b7,342, 743, 763). Description and analysis
concerning the Tai-yuan complex is as follows (each facility is treated seperately
as 1is indexed in an arbitrary crder as shown on Figure 2):

a. Possible Munitions Production Plant (see Figure 3)
This plant is located approximately 5 nm NNW of the reference
point (RP) at 38 01N - 112 3LE (NWo Bombing Encyclopedia - BE No. could
be located). This facility appears to be engaged primarily in the
production of ammunition; i.e., the buildings tend to indicate activity
of a handling or loading nature, like shells etc. 1In addition, the
different type storage buildings and bunkers could be used for the storage
of different explosive componerg s, such as propellants, fuzes and/or
initiators. This plant appeared to be in mid-to-final stages of construction
25X1D [;::::::] Many of the buildings were completed, buf the final barricading,
above and. below ground steam and water service lines and inter-connecting
service roads were not completed. At that time the plant was probably not
25X1D  operational.| | revealed that the plant was complete
and probably fully operational - the barricading was completed; the steam
and water lines were completed and were buried, the trenches were covered;
and the inner service road and rail connectiohs were completed and in use,
as evidenced by eleven box cars and a few vehicles.

b. Probable Ammunition Storage Area (See Figure L) - located

approximately 5 nm NNE of the RP at 38 OIN - 112 3LE (No BE number recorded).

This area is used strictly for storage, there are no production facilities

here. This is probably closely associated with the above mentioned plant

having a single function of being used for storage and shippment of

completed product(s). Here too, the presence of different type structures

is probably indicative of a variety of items. This facility has not 25X1D
25X1D changed significantly[ | other than its outward appearance. It

looked new as if it was in final stages of construction |
25X1D | ] showed vegetation growth throughout the facility and
e the rail and road service points were more clearly defined.
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SUBJECT: Arsenals and Explosives Plants at Tai-yuan, Communist China

Explosives Manufacturing Plant (see Figures 5-7) - located 3
approximately 3. nm N of the RP at 37 59N - 112 32m (vo
This facility was in early-to-mid stages of construction
-time did not appear to be ope
stages of construction;
many of the buildings in
"footing" stage of construction; and the test grea was considerably different
than | (See Figures s & 7). (See Figure 6)
the pIant was in mid-to-final stages of construaction and appeared to be
artially operational. The only major additions to the plant
includes - two newly completed barricaded storage buildings
in the upper northeast“corner; the completion and expansion of the test
area; and several completed processing/production buildings. Twenty-two
pieces of RR rolling stock were noted in the plant area, this included
17 tank cars and 5 open/flat cars. Other changes include: large quantities
of open storage along the north fence; the above and below ground steam
and water lines in the western section apear completed (Those in the
eastern section are still not completed) several buildings in the eastern
section have been completed, others are in various stages of construction;
and, the probable nitro-glycerine areas  located in the center of the Tlant
show some degree of completion. The western "nitro" line now appears complete
and the other two lines were in early-to-mid stages of construction.
Construction eguipment is evident throughout the plant area. The new
addition to the test area (shown| |area on Figure 7), is 25X1B
probably all associated with testIng and "pilot” Plant-type operations
and not production. The long Iinear test activity occupying the eastern
half of the test area, appears to be two horizontal artillery test ranges.

d. Explosives Manufacturing Plant (See Figure 8)- located approximately
3.5 nm SW of the RP at 37 53N - 112 29E (No BE number recorded).
This plant appears to be essentially the same in l 25X1D

There are a few minor changes within the plant’pluycz, and 1n the

immediate surrounding area. A few sections of wall or barricading have
been added in the center of the handling/loading area. This plant is
supposed to be producing initiators ang detonators among other munitions.
There is also a slight difference in the vegetation growth

[ The plant does give the appearance of being active akﬁ‘i§_§?55351§__J

operational.

25X1D

e. Explosives Manufacturing Plant (see Figure 9) - located in north
central Tai-yuan approximatelv D nm S6% cr w1 oo 2
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SURJECT: Arsenals and Explosives Plants at Tai-yuan, Communist China

25X1D
25X1D
25X1D

from this photography and | | used in this memorandum.
The major changes, although slight, in this facility have come about
between thel lJotography changes since

: 3 buildings were added in the NE corner; the storage area
in the north central section was expanded to include 18 storage
buildings and 3 miscellaneous buildings; and one processing building in

the northwest corner was removed. The plant ied and active
[ ] The changes evident : 5 new
buildings have been added in the northeast corner, and six others are 25X1D

under construction; 5 probable storage buildirgs have been added along

the west central fence line; the internal road system was greatly

improved; and the fence line was extended to include an area of new

construction in the northeast corner. This facility could be engaged

in explosive component loading and handling as well as metal machining
operations. 25X1D

f. Explosives Plant and Storage Areas (See Figure 10) - located
approximately 3 nm southeast of RP at 37 S4N - 112 35E (Wo BE number reported).
This area is reported to be abandoned, however, it does appear active and
is probably operational. Most of the plant units are visible and there
are several] - ] indicating
| ] Most of the units visible appear to be engaged
in explosives production. The possibility of shell producing or loading
cannot be eliminated. Changes in the plant area| }: 25X1D
approximately 25 buildings have been added; the southwest fence line has
been extended; and the internal road system has become more clearly
defined., The storage area to the north of the plant appears to contain
severall ] The storage area along s
the RR northwest of the plant is probably associated with it, and is probably
used primarily as a handling and shipping point. The annotated "possible
storage area" is inactive and probably abandoned.
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>Communist China

The facility is rather lar

ge and is capable of Pproducing heavy
equipment. The Plant looks active and it is probably Ooperational. A

search of the plant Pbroper did not reveal any unusual activity that

could possibly be associated with artillery, armor or related production.
Very little change has been broughtla The plant contains:
one forge, one forge/foundry; four I=zrze machine/fabrication buildings,

14 other machine/fabrication-type buildings, one large woodworking building
(probable crate plant), approximately 6 warehouses,. 6 administration-

type buildings, and a steam pPlant with an associated gas -plant.

h

Poccihl A 2L

SUTOUII Gy DT

;} to be typieal

TOTTITORS T UPEN storage areas near the foundry appe
of this type activity. There were bins for ore/coal/scrap storage,

and also associated with it were probable Ccastings. Several gantrv 25X1D
¢ranes are visible, two of which were in operation | L
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SUBJECT: Arsenals and Explosives Plants

at Tai-yuan, Communist China

25X1A 5. The analyst assigned to this Project was | who
may be contacted directly on

should you have any questions
concerning this project. This memorandum and its accompanying graphics
completes this requirement.

25X1A

ENCLOSURES:

1 Annotated Map (CIA/PID/IB—P-763/63)
13 Annotated Photos (CIA/PID/IB-P—76)+/63 thru P-
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